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Implementation of Comprehensive Economic
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The implementation of several comprehensive economic
development programs in Iran over the past few decades, along with
the persistence of various economic challenges, highlights the fact that
insufficient attention has been paid to the drivers and key issues facing
the country's economic development. Identifying these drivers will
enable the optimal and efficient allocation of societal resources and
capabilities, ensuring maximum benefits with minimal effort and cost.
In this article, a "driver" refers to factors, contexts, and conditions that
can significantly impact economic development and assist other
factors in achieving their effects. Thus, a development driver leads the
factors that can realize economic development in the country.

In the studies reviewed in this report, researchers have primarily
adopted a futures studies approach to identify drivers and propose
solutions for planning. The Delphi method has been used in all
studies, sometimes solely for identifying variables and other times for
both identifying and prioritizing them. The difference in this study lies
in the collection of factors, which was done in two stages: first
through content analysis and then through expert workshops. The
factors were then weighted and prioritized based on expert opinions,
and finally placed in a structural matrix to determine direct and
indirect effects, resulting in the identification of key drivers.
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Theoretical Framework

This study draws its theoretical framework from various theories,
including Solow's modern economic growth theory, community-based
and equality-oriented perspectives such as those of Gunnar Myrdal,
Boeke, and Amartya Sen, structuralist perspectives, post-development
views, the Washington Consensus, institutionalism, and perspectives
based on social capital and behavioral economics. The framework
integrates these theories, considering the consensus among different
approaches in understanding the factors, contexts, and foundations of
growth and development in Iran. Therefore, in this study, factors of
economic development and growth were extracted based on various
studies and approaches and presented to experts with diverse
perspectives. The experts' opinions, informed by their understanding
of Iran's economic realities, provide a consensus on the drivers of
economic growth and development. Notably, this consensus also
considers the direct and indirect effects of these factors on one
another.

Research Methodology

This study is a mixed-methods research, combining qualitative and
quantitative models, and is descriptive, analytical, and applied in
nature. Data collection was conducted through documentary and
survey methods, and qualitative analysis was performed using
structural analysis. In the first step, approximately 410 factors and
drivers affecting the country's economic development were identified
through a review of documentary and library resources (articles,
books, theses, and scientific reports). These factors were then refined
by merging and removing duplicates and less significant items
through expert workshops, resulting in 40 key factors.

In the next step, the list of these factors and drivers was presented
to prominent experts and specialists in the field of economic
development in the form of a questionnaire. They were asked to weigh
the factors based on their impact. The questionnaire was designed in
three sections. In the first section, the 40 economic development
factors extracted from content analysis were presented for weighting
and determining their importance using a Likert scale, and the most
important factors were identified. In the second section, experts were



64 / Pizhithish-i siyasat-i nazari

asked to propose additional factors along with their importance
coefficients. In the third section, they were asked to provide necessary
comments and explanations to improve the process. After prioritizing
the factors and drivers of economic development based on expert
opinions, the six factors with the highest scores and impact were
selected and presented again to the experts. In the second
questionnaire, in addition to requesting a re-weighting of the factors,
experts were asked to estimate the impact of each factor on the others
using a pre-designed matrix. This was done to analyze the interactions
between the drivers.

The study's target population included experts and managers in the
field of economic sciences and executive activities. In total, 19
participants contributed to the first stage of expert consultation
(weighting factors and potentially revising the factor list), and 13
participants contributed to the second stage (re-weighting and
completing the interaction matrix).

Findings

The Delphi process revealed that six key factors were selected as the
main drivers of economic development. These factors, in order of their
higher average scores as determined by experts, are:

1. Improving international and regional interactions and resolving
conflicts

2. Reforming the quality of the government bureaucracy

3. Reforming the decision-making system (enhancing awareness
and increasing the application of science, freeing from capture)

4. Reforming the quality of the judicial system

5. Reforming the economic structure

6. Supporting domestic private sector investment

This order of drivers can provide policymakers with a framework
to prioritize these factors and incorporate them into development
planning and policy-making.

The analysis of direct effects shows that the decision-making
system is the most influential driver, directly affecting the reform of
the bureaucracy. The reform of the bureaucracy, in turn, impacts the
reform of the economic structure, which then influences the support
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for domestic private sector investment. These drivers are not only key
factors—or drivers of economic development—in their own right but
also have broader impacts on the country's economic development
through their interactions with other drivers. Among these, the
improvement of international and regional interactions, which has the
highest average score, is a highly influenced driver. The reform of the
judicial system, while important, does not show significant
relationships with other drivers in terms of influence and is thus
considered an independent driver that improves economic
development on its own.

The analysis of indirect effects shows that the decision-making
system, as a driver of economic development, influences both the
support for domestic private sector investment and the reform of the
economic structure, making it a crucial factor in economic
development. The reform of the bureaucracy can also influence the
support for domestic private sector investment, establishing it as a
significant driver of economic development.

The stability analysis revealed that the system is unstable, meaning
that the relationships of influence and dependence among the drivers
identified here are not stable. This implies that these conditions could
change due to other factors, altering the current relationships.
Therefore, policymakers and planners must consider that these
relationships are valid under the current conditions.

Executive Recommendations

Based on the results of this study, the following goals and priorities
for the country's social and economic development should be
established:

1. Reforming the decision-making system at the macro level
based on existing perspectives and human experiences, and improving
this system according to governance indicators.

2. Establishing a defined level of international interaction in
the region and globally to determine Iran's position in the world in
terms of per capita income, employment, human and social capital,
and other human, social, political, and cultural indicators, especially
multidimensional poverty indicators. International interactions should
be promptly organized based on clear and predictable objectives so
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that all components of the national economy and active economic
actors can align their long-term strategies accordingly, placing the
country on the path to development.

3. Reforming the bureaucracy is crucial, as many experts
consider it an obstacle to the implementation of development
programs and social, cultural, economic, and political policies.

4. Reforming the economic structure should be expedited
based on existing and potential capacities to move away from heavy
reliance on raw material exports and transition to a knowledge-based,
innovative, and creative economy. Reforming the economic structure
by reducing dependence on natural resources, focusing on
production—especially industrial production—and reducing state and
quasi-state monopolies while increasing public and private sector
participation can lead to sustainable social welfare growth. These
reforms also include institutional changes, such as transforming a rent-
seeking culture into an entrepreneurial one and shifting from a
brokerage culture to a production-oriented one.

5. Reforming the judicial system within the framework of
developmental goals to protect property rights, social justice, and the
enforceability of contracts.

Supporting private sector investment through efficient and effective
mechanisms is the most important pillar of economic development,
signifying public participation in the economy.
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Indirect influence/dependence map
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Displacement map - directfindirect
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Indirect influence graph
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