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A Rhetorical Analysis of Qasr and Hasr

in the Four Masnavis of Bidel Dehlavi

Maryam Bayat*
Fawzia Parsa ~
Nahid Azizi

Bidel Dehlavi, the most prominent Persian-speaking poet of India and
one of the most significant figures in the history of Persian literature,
left behind a large corpus of masnavis. Although these works have
often been overshadowed by the brilliance of his ghazals, they stand
among the finest examples of masnavi composition in the Indian Style
(Sabk-e Hendi). Setting aside his shorter and scattered masnavis, four
major independent and lengthy masnavis remain from Bidel: Mohit-e
Al zam, Telesm-e Heyrat, Tur-e Mal refat, and Erfan, listed in
chronological order. At first glance, these masnavis captivate the
reader with their rhetorical richness and vivid imagery, a feature
consistent with expectations of the Indian Style. However, upon closer
examination, stylistic strategies rooted in semantic rhetoric (mal an)
become prominent. In Telesm-e Heyrat, Bidel himself encourages
readers to observe both the beauty of diction and the depth of
meaning, and to appreciate the dual aesthetic layers of his verse. In
response to Bidel’s own appeal and the necessity of examining poetry
through rhetorical standards, this article focuses on one of the central
devices of semantic rhetoric: Qasr and Hasr (emphatic restriction and
limitation), as employed in Bidel’s four masnavis. The methodology
adopted is descriptive and analytical. The findings reveal Bidel’s
distinctive attention to rhetorical strategies, in line with his poetic
promises to readers. Qasr and Hasr appear extensively throughout
Bidel’s masnavis. A significant portion of these constructions is of the
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implicit type (without particles), aligning with the dense, meaning-
oriented character of the Indian Style. Additionally, restriction of
adjective to subject (qasr-e [lifat bar mawl]uf) appears more
frequently than restriction of subject to adjective (qasr-e maw/[ |if bar
[ifat), reflecting Bidel’s abstract and highly descriptive poetic style.
While Erfan is better known and philosophically weightier, Telesm-e
Heyrat ranks highest rhetorically, followed respectively by Erfan, Tur-
e Mall refat, and Mohit-e Al zam.

Keywords: Bidel Dehlavi, semantic rhetoric, Qasr and Hasr, Bidel’s
masnavis.

Introduction

Mowlana [ Abd al-Qadir Bidel Dehlavi, one of the most eminent
Persian-speaking poets of the Indian subcontinent, holds a
distinguished place in the history of Persian literature. As a leading
figure of the Sabk-e Hendi (Indian Style), his poetry is characterized
by conceptual intricacy, innovative imagery, and profound mystical-
philosophical reflections. While Bidel is primarily celebrated for his
complex and allusive ghazals, his masnavis also present rich content
and stylistic brilliance worthy of scholarly attention.

Among Bidel’s surviving works are four major independent masnavis:
Mohit-¢ Al zam, Telesm-e¢ Heyrat, Tur-e Mal refat, and Erfan. These
works are not only significant for their mystical and philosophical
themes but also for their rhetorical structure and artistic expression. In
Telesm-e Heyrat, Bidel explicitly invites readers to appreciate both the
lexical artistry and the deeper meanings of his masnavis. This
authorial guidance justifies a detailed rhetorical analysis of these texts,
particularly through the lens of mal ani (semantics), focusing on the
device of qasr and hasr (restriction and limitation).

Statement of the Problem

Aesthetic analysis is central to literary studies, and rhetoric—
especially the branch of semantics—serves as a key tool in uncovering
textual beauty. Semantics addresses how language conforms to the
communicative context and the psychological state of the audience,
and among its tools, qasr and hasr plays a fundamental role. This
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device involves the rhetorical restriction of a specific attribute to a
particular subject, or vice versa, to emphasize or clarify meaning.

In Persian, Qasr and Hasr appears both with explicit markers (such as
"only," "just," "none but") and implicitly, through word order and
stylistic strategies. Bidel’s poetry, and particularly his masnavis,
exemplify dense layers of meaning and stylistic nuance. This study
investigates the application of Qasr and Hasr in Bidel’s four major
masnavis, asking: how does Bidel utilize this rhetorical technique?
What variations exist in frequency, form, and complexity among the
masnavis?

Significance of the Study

This research is important for several reasons. First, Bidel’s masnavis,
compared to his ghazals, have received limited rhetorical analysis,
despite the poet’s own call for deeper semantic engagement with these
texts. Second, Qasr and Hasr is a foundational rhetorical device that
fosters emphasis, clarity, and interpretive depth. Third, the Sabk-e
Hendi style—characterized by abstraction, ambiguity, and layered
meanings—naturally lends itself to the use of such rhetorical
mechanisms.

By analyzing Qasr and Hasr in Bidel’s masnavis, this study aims to
uncover aspects of his poetic technique that extend beyond imagery
and symbolism, offering new insights into his stylistic mastery and
linguistic innovation.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that Qasr and Hasr is used extensively and
creatively throughout Bidel’s four masnavis, both with explicit
particles and through implicit stylistic cues. The device appears in two
structural modes: restricting the adjective to the subject and restricting
the subject to the adjective. Key observations include:

Telesm-e Heyrat exhibits the highest frequency and greatest
complexity of Qasr and Hasr, especially in implicit forms. It ranks
highest among the masnavis in rhetorical sophistication.

Erfan, despite its prominence for mystical content, ranks second in
rhetorical refinement. It contains a high number of adjective-to-
subject restrictions, reflecting its abstract and descriptive style.
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Tur-¢ Mall refat holds an intermediate position, with notable use of
subject-to-adjective restriction, suggesting a different rhetorical
balance.

Mohit-e All zam, Bidel’s earliest masnavi, relies more on explicit
markers and simpler structures, indicative of his earlier poetic
development.

Overall, the research affirms that Bidel was a master of both semantic
depth and rhetorical subtlety. His masnavis, often overshadowed by
his ghazals, offer a rich field for rhetorical and stylistic study.
Analyzing the use of Qasr and Hasr in these works provides a clearer
picture of the nuanced artistry embedded in Bidel’s poetic practice and
opens up pathways for further rhetorical studies within the Sabk-e
Hendi tradition.
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