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Reflection on the Political Implications of the
Relationship Between Reason and Revelation
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Reflecting on the relationship between reason and revelation,
philosophy and religion, and, in a sense, Athens and Jerusalem, has
been the core of the intellectual efforts of the greatest figures in the
tradition of political philosophy. The fundamental question raised in
political philosophy is: "How should one live?" The effort to answer
this fundamental question in the tradition of political philosophy,
especially since it encountered the revelation tradition of Abrahamic
religions, became the same as the effort to defend philosophy itself as
the highest way of life. In this article, we try to show that reason and
revelation, or philosophy and religion, had a fundamental
commonality from the very beginning: it is not enough to live, what is
necessary is to live well. But the answer of each of them to the
question "What is good?" was fundamentally different. Our argument
is that this commonality and this difference formed the basis of a
dialogue that not only helped to continue the tradition of political
philosophy, but also provided possibilities for the revelationists to
enrich their revealed theology. However, it seems that modern
political philosophy as an essentially immanent way of thought, is the
beginning of the end of this dialogue between these two
transcendental traditions. This article is an attempt to deal with the
relationship between reason and revelation, or philosophy and
religion, in terms of its broadest political implications, and the role of
modern political philosophy in interrupting that dialogue.
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Main Issue
The contemplation of the relationship between reason and revelation,

philosophy and religion, or, in a broader sense, Athens and Jerusalem,
has been at the core of the intellectual efforts of the most prominent
figures in the philosophical tradition. The fundamental question posed
in political philosophy is: "How should one live?" The attempt to
answer this foundational question within the tradition of political
philosophy—especially since its encounter with the revelatory
tradition of the Abrahamic religions—has become an endeavor to
defend philosophy itself as the highest way of life. Both traditions
emphasize that mere living is not sufficient; rather, what is essential is
to live well. However, the answers provided by each of these
traditions to the question of the good life carry certain fundamental
political implications. This article focuses on examining these
implications and analyzing their various dimensions.

Analysis

The immediate question that arises is: What is "the good"? The inquiry into the
nature of the good is, by its very nature, an Athenian question. In the
Socratic tradition, in contrast to the revelatory tradition, the inquiry
into essence lies at the heart of philosophical activity. This is where
the divergence begins. In the revelatory perspective on a good life, the
goodness of God and His commandments are taken as given. "Life"
and "goodness" have closely related meanings, both denoting
something desirable. However, for the Socratic philosopher, reflecting
on what something is—including the good itself—and avoiding
unexamined assumptions is itself ultimately considered good. Thus,
the Socratic philosopher cannot and should not disregard the genuine
possibility of revelatory claims. In this context, any form of
dogmatism in favor of philosophy itself would contradict the
philosophical enterprise. Consequently, within the Socratic tradition
of philosophizing, the dialogue between philosophical reason and
divine revelation persists, even if tension exists between them. In this
sense, philosophy must necessarily take the challenge of revelation
seriously.
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The dialogue between revelation and reason, or between religion
and philosophy, in the Socratic sense, is founded on thematic
possibilities that bring these two traditions closer together despite their
fundamental differences. The first commonality between philosophy
and divine law is their shared concern for human beings. Philosophy is
a human activity, and divine law also addresses humans rather than
animals or angels. The central concern for human beings, their lives,
and their attainment of happiness is a shared feature of revelation and
Socratic philosophy. The second shared characteristic between divine
law and Socratic philosophy is that both call humans to something
beyond themselves—something divine or at least quasi-divine,
something outside and above humanity. In both traditions, humans are
beings with a responsibility that arises entirely from their humanity
and their distinction from other creatures. This second shared
characteristic is linked to a third, more fundamental one: virtue. In the
philosophical perspective, virtue results from rational prescriptions
that emerge from human reason and relate to humanity’s natural
purpose. In the revelatory view, virtue is understood as obedience to
divine law or walking the "straight path".

Socratic philosophy emphasizes the necessity of questioning the
nature of the good while outwardly acknowledging revelation’s
response to this question. This, in turn, does not pose a problem for
the philosopher, since, as mentioned earlier, the very effort to answer
this question is itself "good." Therefore, for the Socratic philosopher,
the good life or happiness is necessarily theoretical rather than
practical in nature. This is why, theoretically, it is radical, while
practically, it remains conservative. However, with the emergence of
modern political philosophers, the story underwent a fundamental
transformation. This time, philosophy sought to defeat its adversary—
namely, revelatory theology—by providing a clear and dogmatic
answer to the question of what constitutes the good. The reason for
this shift was that happiness or the good life was no longer understood
as a theoretical matter. With the dissolution of the transcendent realm,
what remained and was valued was the practical (political) realm.
Victory in the political realm required a considerable level of
dogmatism and a departure from the Socratic philosophical enterprise
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in its strictest sense. For this reason, it became necessary for modern
political philosophers to portray the revelatory path not as the "straight
path" but as a deviation—a deviation that not only fails to lead to the
good life but also brings suffering upon humanity. The weakening of
individuals through Christian morality (Machiavelli), the prevalence
of war, insecurity, and the obstruction of natural and bodily desires
(Hobbes), and the hindrance of human intellectual progress by divine
law (Spinoza) were among the foundational pillars of liberal-
democratic regimes. The triumph of liberal-democratic regimes
signifies that these doctrines had already won a spiritual victory.
However, this victory ultimately came at the cost of the loss of power
for both philosophy and revelation.

This article argues that the similarities and differences between
reason and revelation provided the foundation for a dialogue that not
only sustained the tradition of political philosophy but also created
opportunities for proponents of the revelatory tradition to enrich their
theology. However, it appears that modern political philosophy, as an
essentially immanent mode of thought, marks the beginning of the end
of this transcendental dialogue. This article seeks to examine the
relationship between reason and revelation, or between philosophy
and religion, in terms of its broadest political implications and to
explore the role of modern political philosophy in severing this
connection. Consequently, we may ask: To what extent did modern
political philosophers remain faithful to their professed goal of
liberating philosophy? The early modern political philosophers'
project of making philosophy the benefactor of political society
necessarily required a break from the hard core of Socratic
philosophy—namely, its fundamentally critical stance toward political
life. The rejection of the epistemic value of revelation as a necessary
precursor to rejecting its authority as a theological foundation for
political laws could only be achieved through a form of dogmatism.
Since the Socratic virtue of doubt was abandoned in the strictest sense,
Spinoza and his contemporaries' claim to liberate philosophy must
itself be met with serious doubt. This article proposes transforming
these doubts into Socratic doubts rather than reducing them to the
skepticism of contemporary relativist philosophies. Achieving this
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requires an effort to revive the dialogue between reason and
revelation, or philosophy and revelatory religion.

Methodology

Our methodology in this article is based on the doctrine of "close
reading." In this approach, we seek to understand the meaning of a
text as closely as possible to how its author understood it. A
distinction is made here between understanding and explanation.
Priority is given to understanding. Understanding a text depends on
attempting to grasp the author's intended meaning by focusing on the
text’s internal logic. External references as explanatory devices are, at
least initially, set aside. Thus, in this article, we engage with sacred
texts and political philosophy texts in a manner that consistently
prioritizes understanding over explanation.

Findings

The findings of this article indicate that the tension between reason
and revelation—precisely because it was a fundamental tension—led
to the continuation of their dialogue. The revelatory rejection of the
philosophical life relied on reference to a divine source of knowledge.
Conversely, the philosophical tradition emphasized the capabilities of
human natural reason in acquiring knowledge. However,
philosophical knowledge, ultimately, was not entirely immanent.
Philosophy, in its classical sense, was an attempt to resemble the
divine. Thus, the divine or the transcendent, in its broadest sense,
served as an intermediary link that historically connected these two
opposing traditions. However, with the emergence of modern
philosophy and its unprecedented political ambitions, this unwritten
agreement lost its relevance.
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