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Artificial Intelligence and the Transformation
of Political Subjectivity: In Search of a Solution

3
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The fundamental transformation of artificial intelligence
technologies in recent decades has led to an ontological and political
challenge to the modern concept of the "subject" and "political
subjectivity." This article, by posing the question "What fate will
human political subjectivity face in the age of algorithmic
governance?" seeks to examine the relationship between algorithmic
power, the decline of human will, and the possibility of reconstructing
political action. In response, two major approaches are explored: first,
a pessimistic view that assumes the end of human subjectivity in the
data-driven age; and second, a view that considers the possibility of
reconstructing or reviving the political subject through new
philosophical approaches. The research method is analytical-
interpretive with an interdisciplinary approach that links concepts of
modern political philosophy with contemporary technological
developments. The findings of the study indicate that redefining
subjectivity is only possible through the recognition of cognitive
privacy, the right to independent thought, and the reconstruction of the
field of intersubjective dialogue.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Algorithmic Governance, Political
Subjectivity, Hannah Arendt, Political Action.

Introduction
These days, artificial intelligence is rapidly entering the daily lives
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of humans and is expected to become a commonplace tool in the not-
so-distant future. Initially, at least in a country like Iran, its
entertaining and humorous aspect was more prominent, and shortly
thereafter, this joke- and laughter-based interaction gave way to
greater astonishment and wonder. The root of this amazement returns
to the question: with this technology, what becomes of our role as
humans in life and work? This intelligence, whose origin is unclear, to
what extent will it surpass human intellect and intelligence? And if
someday artificial intelligence becomes powerful enough to compete
and clash with humans, what will happen to humanity? These
questions, now common currency in public discourse, have been the
subject of extensive and wide-ranging research over the past couple of
decades. A multitude of small and large, philosophical and social,
simple and complex, light and weighty studies have been produced on
this topic. Although there is much disagreement and dispute over its
technical and non-technical aspects, there is almost complete
consensus on one point: artificial intelligence will transform human
life in such a way that none of the previous innovations and events can
compare in terms of importance and impact.

In response to the question of what will happen to the political
subject in the age of artificial intelligence, at least two perspectives
exist: those who believe that in the age of Al dominance, political
subjectivity will be completely destroyed, and those who believe that
by reconstructing the concept of human political subjectivity, a path to
its salvation can be found. In this article, while examining the
arguments of both groups, we aim to show that although artificial
intelligence has fundamentally challenged the foundation of human
political subjectivity, by drawing on the intellectual foundations of
great thinkers like Hannah Arendt—who faced the crisis of the
political subject decades ago—a meaningful solution can be found.
Research Method

In theoretical research, especially in fields such as philosophy,
political science, and critical theory, the analytical method based on
argumentation holds a foundational place. This method does not focus
on collecting empirical data but rather on precise conceptual analysis,
evaluation of argumentative structures, and clarification of theoretical
assumptions. The researcher in this approach seeks to examine
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propositions for logical coherence and argumentative strength using
the tools of critical rationality and to reach rational judgments about
complex issues through conceptual analysis. In the present article, an
effort has been made to provide precise conceptual clarification,
analyze the arguments concerning artificial intelligence and its impact
on human subjectivity, and then propose an alternative idea to
preserve human subjectivity.
Artificial Intelligence and the Decline of Political Subjectivity

The concept of the subject and political subjectivity has been under
serious critique from the outset. With the emergence of the digital
world and the rise of artificial intelligence, researchers such as
Shoshana Zuboff, Bernard Stiegler, Katharina Hiels, Benjamin
Bratton, and others—mostly following a Foucauldian approach—have
sought to provide broader analyses of the decline of human
subjectivity in relation to AL Given the deep crisis of subjectivity in
the age of artificial intelligence, theorists and philosophers engaged in
this field have proposed solutions. These solutions can be categorized
into several approaches:

Existentialist Revival of the Subject Han, in his book The Expulsion
of the Other, proposes an existentialist solution for reviving the human
and political subject. In his view, in a digital culture where humans
only encounter what they like, think, and prefer—and where there is
no place for the Other—the only solution is to revive the subject
through the Other: “Only the Other allows us to experience the world
and ourselves anew” (Han, 2018: 2).

Epistemological Solution Rouvroy, in her effort to revive the human
subject, believes that a qualitative distinction must be reconstructed
between human life and statistical data receptivity. She argues that
this requires defending the right to error. Error should not be
eliminated from human life but preserved as part of human freedom.
Only where error is possible, freedom is also possible.

Legal Solution Zuboff, a prominent researcher in the field of artificial
intelligence, believes that the most important solution for reviving
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human subjectivity is drafting a Universal Declaration of Cognitive
Rights, which recognizes the right to mental privacy and the right to
think without machine intervention (Zuboff, 2019: 485). She also
believes this right requires full transparency of platforms and
governmental regulation.

Hybrid Subject Katharina Hiels is one of the few thinkers who,
avoiding nostalgia for a return to the modern subject, opens a path to
confronting the complex reality of the data and automation age. She
suggests that we must distance ourselves from consciousness to
become subjects again—a subject that is not independent but
continuous, multi-layered, and engaged with a hybrid cognitive world.

Reconstructing the Arendtian Solution: Reviving Politics as
Reviving Political Subjectivity

Margaret Canovan, in describing Arendt’s work, said she is one of
the few thinkers who always allows us to look at familiar matters from
a different angle, and her power of innovation lies precisely in her
different perspective (Ansari, 2000: 177). Arendt proposed her ideas
during a time when the specter of totalitarianism had brought the
world to ruin. Young Arendt began her intellectual work with the
question: where did this catastrophe come from? The human world
was on the brink of collapse, and savagery, violence, and war had
engulfed humanity. In the totalitarian situation, the machine of
violence had called human subjectivity into question—just like the
current situation with the emergence of artificial intelligence. As
mentioned in the introduction, with the rise and hegemony of Al, the
question has arisen in public discourse: what will happen to human
thought, reason, and intelligence?

Using Hannah Arendt’s political thought to explain new and
emerging matters such as artificial intelligence requires elaborating on
many nuances of her ideas, which is not possible in this article and
necessitates selective focus (for more on Arendt’s political thought,
see: Ansari, 2000). Among the wide range of concepts and themes
Arendt developed, two concepts—*“action” and “thinking”—which are
more closely related to human political subjectivity, are more relevant
to this article. It should be noted that Arendt fundamentally opposed
the modern interpretation of subjectivity, politics, economy, society,
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and revolution, and her thought developed in contrast to modern
intellectual traditions. Therefore, if we define human subjectivity as
the capacity and will to determine one’s political destiny and nature,
then the concepts of political action and thinking will regain their
proper meaning.

The concept of action and politics in Arendt’s thought was
proposed in response to the loss of human agency during the darkness
of totalitarianism. Arendt’s question at that time is strikingly similar to
the question now being asked in reaction to the loss of human
subjectivity in the age of artificial intelligence. Although one was a
curse and the other a blessing, the critical issue has been the loss of
human subjectivity and humanity. Arendt’s response to the rise of
totalitarianism was the death of politics and action. In her view, action
is what distinguishes humans from all other beings and makes them
unique.

Conclusion

The transformation of political subjectivity in the age of artificial
intelligence is more than a merely technological or theoretical issue. It
is, in fact, a fundamental and existential question about the nature of
humanity, the essence of freedom, and the fate of politics in the
contemporary world. In the past, the political subject was recognized
as a conscious, responsible, and active being who, based on will and
choice, could participate in public and political spheres, make
decisions, and shape the future. But with the emergence of artificial
intelligence and the development of advanced algorithms that possess
capabilities beyond direct human control and understanding, we are
witnessing a profound—and perhaps revolutionary—transformation in
the concept of the political subject: a transformation that turns the
subject from an independent being into an entity whose behavior is
regulated and controlled by data, predictions, and algorithmic trends.
This transition, occurring alongside the growing influence of digital
technologies and social networks, seriously questions the foundations
of modern political philosophy and even challenges the very meaning
of being human.
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In this context, Hannah Arendt’s thought offers us a different and
profound perspective. By redefining concepts such as political action
and thinking, Arendt reminds us that authentic politics is rooted not in
efficient management of affairs but in the possibility of initiating
action, intersubjective dialogue, and appearing in the public realm.
Algorithms, no matter how complex, cannot “begin,” because they
lack lived experience, individual difference, and the concern of being
with others. Therefore, the main danger of artificial intelligence is not
merely the replacement of humans in tasks, but the replacement of
political action with technocratic decisions.
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