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Investigating the historical-social contexts
of the thought and works of '""Bano Nusrat Amin”

Seyed Hamidreza Raouf *
Ghodratollah Khayatian =

. . *k
Azim Hamzeian

Examining the historical and social contexts of Amin Isfahani's works
involves exploring the intersections of history, situation, and
individuality, which shaped her thoughts and ideas. This study utilizes
a descriptive-analytical method to investigate the context and time of
Amin's life, outline the trajectory of her life events, and clarify the
reasons behind her various actions and numerous written works.
Referring to her time's cultural and social conditions, this research
aims to shed light on the contexts and motivations that drove her to
write her works and engage in social activism. Furthermore, it
introduces the literary and thematic aspects of her works' content. In
addition to highlighting the connection between Amin's actions, works,
and the social context of her era, this study -elucidates the
chronological order of her works and their literary characteristics. As a
result, this article presents a historical timeline of Amin's life,
showcasing the historical trajectory of her works and revealing their
literary quality and relevance to the social developments of her time. A
prominent literary feature in Amin's works is her clear and eloquent
expression of thoughts and ideas, which is evident even when she
explores mystical approaches in interpretation. By employing fluent
and simple language along with various literary techniques, she has
effectively communicated complex ideas. Amin's works and thoughts
demonstrate a consistent effort to engage with the history and events of
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her time, reflecting her deep concern and social activism as a Muslim
thinker.

Keywords: Nusrat Amin, chronology, social history, history of
thought

Introduction

It is possible to identify significant historical or scientific figures
through their works. However, an individual's thoughts are shaped by a
combination of time, place, and personal characteristics. Consequently,
their works only reveal a part of the result of this connection, leaving
the contexts of formation and development or the reasons behind
certain preferences or abandoned approaches unexamined.

To gain a precise and deep understanding of the content of such works,
it is crucial to consider the social background and context in which
they were created. This becomes even more essential when dealing
with works that have a cultural and social focus. By comprehending
the author's era and the historical events surrounding them, one can
understand the basis for changes in attitude, occasional content
conflicts between two works by the same author, and the reasons for
specific intellectual framings and emphases (Zarrinkoob, 1386: 95)
Chronology is a historical perspective used to place processes, events,
and works within the historical trajectory. In the context of intellectual
life and works, chronology refers to a research study aimed at
accurately determining the dates of an author's compositions and their
connection to the historical context of their life. This involves
organizing the author's works through internal and external
implications and establishing the historical limits of their writing based
on evidence.

By doing so, we can elucidate the relationship between the author's
works and the cultural-social context of their time and shed light on the
process of their intellectual development. In this article, we apply this
approach to Banu Nosrat Amin's works to clarify the ambiguities and
problems surrounding her biography, the historical context of her
writing, and the order of her works. This methodology helps us better
understand her life and contributions within the cultural-social context
of her time.
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Discussion

The discussion on the chronology of Amin's works and the creation of
a timeline of her life, as well as the events of her time and their
influence on her writing, is presented in two parts: First, a review of
historical information about Amin's life, which is often mentioned in
sources with ambiguity or historical errors. Second, an examination of
the connection between Banu Amin's social status and her written
works and cultural activities. This will be discussed in three periods,
focusing on the relationship between her works and the historical-
social context of her time.

First, verification of historical information about Amin's life. This
section will address three historical ambiguities in Amin's biography
and resolve them based on evidence from her works or external
historical documents.

Verification of the date of birth: Two dates of birth have been
mentioned for Amin, but Tayyibi's research (Tayyibi, 1383: 26)
resolves this discrepancy. He refers to one of Amin's manuscripts that
records her date of birth as 26 Dhu al-Hajah 1312 AH/30 Khordad
1274 AH, thus confirming the accurate date of her birth.

Reflection on the method of Lady Amin's education: By examining the
academic status of Amin's professors and considering the social life of
that time, this section explores the nature of their interactions. Various
forms of education and training can be inferred from studying the
professors' statements, engaging in question-and-discussion sessions,
and examining sources. Additionally, Amin's recurring references to
her professors and studying their guidance can be seen as another
method of learning.

The connection between obtaining permission to conduct Ijtihad and
the writing of the book Arba'in: Amin's dedication and perseverance in
acquiring Islamic knowledge ultimately led her to obtain permission to
conduct Ijtihad in Safar 1354 AH, at the age of forty. In Amin's
biographical sources, this permission is believed to be influenced by
the writing of the book Arba'in al-Hashimiyya. However, considering
the historical evidence of the veil-revealing movement during the early
reign of Reza Khan (around 1314 AH) and Amin's presence in Najaf
during this period, as mentioned in the introduction to the book Al-
Makhzan al-La'ali, it can be concluded that the perceived connection
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between the publication of the work and the receipt of permission may
be due to their proximity in time.

Second, the connection between Amin's social status and her literary
works and cultural activities. This section focuses on four historical
periods of Amin's life, during which she wrote numerous works and
participated in cultural activities that were in perfect harmony with her
social environment. Understanding the historical-cultural context of
each of these periods enables us to better comprehend the content of
her works and the motivation behind her activities.

1. The Social Crisis of the 1320s and the Need for Spiritual and
Moral Focus:

In the 1320s, Iran faced a time of famine and widespread poverty
among its people (Katouzian, 1372: 201). Amin authored four books
addressing existential aspects of humankind and emphasizing the need
for spiritual focus. During this decade, drawing the general public's
attention to human, moral, and spiritual issues proved to be one of the
most influential actions of Muslim thinkers in society. These books
include:

a) The Path of Behaviour in the Way of the Saints and the Path of the
Blessed, written to raise public awareness about humankind's
existential truth and their status and dignity (Amin, 1369b: 1).

b) The Resurrection or the Last Journey of Man, which highlighted the
importance of focusing on the afterlife and the spiritual purpose of
humanity (Amin, 1387: 14).

c) Ethics and the Path of Human Happiness, promoting moral ideals in
society (Amin, 1369a: 2).

d) Al-Nafhat Al-Rahmaniyah fi Al-Wardat Al-Qalbiyyah (The Breaths
of the Heart), delving into one's mystical and spiritual states and
experiences while encouraging the documentation and remembrance of
these experiences, along with the constant attention to and gratitude for
the Almighty (Amin, 1439 AH: 57).

2. Cultural Activism in the 1930s and Ambiguity in the Historical
Context of a Work:

In biographical sources, Lady Amin's activism on the issue of hijab is
mentioned after the publication of the book "The Way of Happiness
and Advice to Faithful Sisters." These sources relate the time of
writing this work to the rise of anti-hijab movements in Isfahan during
the first Pahlavi era and describe the context of its creation as a
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response to intellectual and anti-hijab opinions prevalent during that
period. However, the accounts provided by Amin's biographers have
been clouded by a degree of confusion and integration due to some
similarities in names and the interconnectedness of events. Amin
delivered lectures on women and their true position from the
perspective of Islam at the center of the Islamic world, which were
published around 1375 AH/1334 AH.

3. Addressing Comprehensive Education in the 1940s and Writing
a Commentary on the Quran:

The 1940s in Iran saw the widespread growth of intellectual
movements in society. After six decades of her life, Lady Amin
focused on the transmission of knowledge and dedicated herself to
education, encompassing both written works and practical efforts in
promoting comprehensive education.

At the level of written works, Lady Amin began writing a commentary
on the Quran, becoming the first female commentator to interpret the
entire Quran with a mystical approach. "Jame’ al-Shattat," another
work written in Arabic, documents some of Amin's scientific
discussions and correspondence with important figures of her time.

On the practical side, Lady Amin's esteemed position in Islamic
sciences and commitment to sharing religious knowledge led her to
seek permission to establish a religious school in 1344. She also
obtained approval from the Supreme Council of Culture on 15/05/1966
to found a high school named "Fatima School."

4. Participation in the Reconstruction of Iranian Society following
the Revolution:

One of Amin's most notable contributions after the revolution was her
involvement in establishing an association to support children and
orphaned families in Isfahan. This association was successfully
founded in June 1970 through the joint efforts of Amin and other
philanthropists. The organization aimed to create support capacities for
those in need, focusing on house construction, school construction, and
cultural services.

Conclusion

Examining historical documents, which align with Amin's life, actions,
and writings, reveals a trajectory of social and cultural events. This
allows us to identify the contexts and conditions surrounding her
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works, clarifies the exact dates of events, and sheds light on the
progression of Amin's intellectual development.

Chronologizing Amin's life not only eliminates ambiguity but also
presents a clear picture of her life's trajectory and organizes its events
and incidents. Throughout her life, Amin consistently strived to
contribute to social and cultural growth, addressing the social
requirements of her time. This dedication is evident in her works and
their connection to the history and events of her era, demonstrating the
extent of her social concern and activism as a Muslim thinker.
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