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Instagram Life and the Tendency Toward
Neoliberal Values in Iranian Society

Karamollah Javanmard”
Farshad Goudarzi

In the contemporary era, virtual social networks, as part of
neoliberalism’s power technologies, serve as spaces where neoliberal
worldview values are produced and reproduced. This study investigates
the role of Instagram in fostering neoliberal values among Iranian users.
Utilizing a quantitative survey method and structural equation
modeling, the research sampled 400 Instagram users selected non-
randomly. Data were collected via a researcher-designed questionnaire,
validated through face validity, confirmatory factor analysis, and
Cronbach’s alpha. Sample size was determined using SamplePower
software, and data analysis and structural equation modeling were
conducted with SPSS and AMOS Graphics. Findings revealed a
significant positive correlation between Instagram use dimensions—
virtual capital accumulation, presence in cyberspace, and activity in
cyberspace—and neoliberal values, with Instagram use increasing the
tendency toward these values. These dimensions explained 31.6% of
the variance in neoliberal values. In a critical reading, Instagram, as a
key component of neoliberal capitalist power technologies, plays a
fundamental role in reproducing values such as individualism,
competitiveness, consumerism, fluidity, and achievementism.

Keywords: Instagram, Neoliberal Values, Capitalism, Cyberspace,
Critical reading.

Introduction
Neoliberalism, with its focus on the gig economy, the dot-com

: Corresponding Author: Assistant Professor, faculty member of the Department of
Social Sciences, Ayatollah Borujerdi, University, Borujerd, Iran.
k.javanmard@abru.ac.ir

** Instructor, Visiting Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of
Humanities, Ayatollah Boroujerdi University, Boroujerd, Iran.
farshadgoudarzi262@gmail.com



22 / Research of deviance and social problems

revolution, and platform capitalism, has fundamentally transformed
economic production structures while profoundly altering social,
ethical, and human values through data accumulation logic in virtual
social networks like Instagram, Twitter, Telegram, and WhatsApp.
Under neoliberalism’s influence, individuals perceive themselves
within a framework of specific values that shape their behaviors and
decisions. These neoliberal values, rooted in market logic and digital
communication, define personal worth and societal expectations,
guiding perceptions of what is valuable. Instagram, a globally popular
social network with over two billion users, has become a significant
platform due to its versatile features. Its widespread use has notable
cultural and identity-related implications, particularly in promoting
neoliberal tendencies such as individualism, consumerism, and free-
market principles. Analyzing these dynamics is essential, and this
study aims to critically examine Iranian Instagram users’ inclination
toward neoliberal values, addressing whether such a tendency exists.

Methodology

This study employed a quantitative survey method with structural
equation modeling. The statistical population comprised over 42 million
Iranian Instagram users, as per recent official data (ISPA, 2023). Non-
probability convenience sampling selected 400 participants, with the
sample size calculated using SamplePower software at a 0.05 error
level, increased from 385 to ensure accuracy and account for
incomplete responses. Data were collected via an online researcher-
designed questionnaire, distributed through Instagram’s Explore
section, with inclusion criteria requiring active Instagram use in 2025
and exclusion criteria eliminating incomplete responses. Ethical
considerations ensured participant anonymity and informed consent.
Data analysis utilized Spss 26 for statistical computations and AMOS
Graphics 24 for structural equation modeling.

Findings

A Pearson correlation coefficient of 0.329 (p = 0.000) indicated a
significant positive relationship between Instagram use and the
tendency toward neoliberal values, suggesting that increased
Instagram engagement correlates with a 0.329 increase in neoliberal
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value inclination, rejecting the null hypothesis (HO) at a 0.1% level
with 99% confidence in generalizability. The dimensions of Instagram
use—virtual capital accumulation, presence in cyberspace, and
activity in cyberspace—with a multiple correlation coefficient of
0.341, explained 31.6% of the variance in neoliberal values. A
significant F-value (>1.96) and p < 0.05 confirmed Instagram’s
substantial impact. The “presence in cyberspace” dimension had the
highest explanatory power (B = 0.234), followed by “virtual capital
accumulation” (f = 0.113, p = 0.042), and “activity in cyberspace” (3
= 0.113, p = 0.112). Structural equation modeling showed the
personalization dimension (0.430) and diversification dimension
(0.350) seems to had the greatest impact on neoliberal values, while
the medialization dimension (0.203) had a lesser effect compared to
celebrity-related dimensions.

Discussion and Conclusion

The study tested three hypotheses linking Instagram use to
neoliberal values. The first confirmed a relationship between virtual
capital accumulation and neoliberal value inclination, validated
through statistical tests. The second established a connection between
presence in cyberspace and neoliberal values, and the third confirmed
the link between cyberspace activity and these values. Thus, it seems
that Instagram operates as a neoliberal organization, continuously
producing and reproducing values like individualism, competitiveness,
and achievementism, reinforcing these tendencies among Iranian users
through various platform mechanisms. The findings suggest it seems
that Instagram has successfully advanced neoliberalism’s cultural
project in Iran, aligning with theorists’ claims about the structural role
of new media in the neoliberal order. These platforms not only
institutionalize neoliberal values but also manage capitalism’s crises.
In Iranian society, the growing inclination toward neoliberal culture is
evident, further supported by this study’s results.
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